
Teacher’s Notes for Student Projects 

 

Introduction 

Background to the Student MEP Projects 
These projects were created to support MEP teachers in delivering the required non-taught hours, outside of the 

classroom. As such they have been written with the intention that the teacher does not have to mark the work if 

they do not wish to (although it is obviously beneficial for both teachers and students if they are able to look at 

the work carried out). Moreover, teachers do not need to use them if they feel that their own work better fits 

with their student’s requirements and their SoW. 

These projects deliberately avoid specific topics that are typically taught in core textbooks (for example Jinbu 1 or 

Easy Steps to Chinese), as it was felt that teachers would have enough material themselves to cover these topics 

and we wanted to avoid work becoming repetitive for students. However, where possible, tasks have been 

designed to build upon an expected language base developed from typical SoW. 

Whilst they have been designed specifically with MEP in mind, any teachers of Chinese are welcome to use the 

resources if they think they might be useful. Many can be adapted for different year groups at a secondary level. 

 

Use of the Projects  
The projects have been designed with flexibility in mind. Whilst we have offered suggestions in terms of how long 

each project will take and the order they would be best used in, ultimately you know best what will work with 

your students. If you feel that a task within a project needs altering, or removing, you are perfectly entitled to do 

so, to fit your requirements. Obviously, when thinking about time expectations to complete each project, this is 

dependent on the other work you are also asking your students to complete outside of the classroom, which is 

different for each teacher. So, for example, a project might take one class 2 weeks to complete, and another class 

3 weeks to complete. 

Some teachers have structured use of the projects in such a way that their entire class is working on one or two 

specific projects for a set amount of time. After completion, time is incorporated into the taught hours to review 

the projects, share what they have learnt and consolidate any new language. Other teachers may choose to not 

review the work, and rely on students to check the answers via the links provided on the project; it is up to you. 

 

Layout of the Projects 
Each project has been divided into tasks based around the overall topic of the project. The time needed for each 

task varies depending on the task, and it is not expected that the student sits down and completes the project 

from start to finish in one go.  

Additionally, there is no problem with students working together and sharing information about the projects; the 

projects are designed to foster the MEP student’s independent learning skills, and encourage them to search out 

more information about Chinese language and culture. As their class teacher, it is up to you to decide how you 

would like them to proceed with the projects. 

 

Timing of the Projects 
We have given estimated timings for each task within the project in the teacher’s notes, as well as an overall 

estimated time. We have NOT included them in the projects to be handed to students, as we felt it would place 

undue pressure. Should you find that your students are taking significantly longer/ shorter amounts of time, 

please do let us know so that we can adjust the notes.  

 



Teacher’s Notes for Student Projects 

 

Order and Grade of the Projects 

We have provided a suggested order in which to introduce projects, based on difficulty of language and 

difficulty of task. 

 

To make it simple we have given each project a 1-3 dragon rating (1- easier, 2- 

medium, 3- challenging). This is so that pupils are not put off by words such as 

“challenging/ easy”. This rating appears on the front of each project as this symbol-  

Obviously the rating will vary depending on when you introduce the project, what 

language they have already studied, and so forth.  

If you would like to use a project that is challenging please don’t forget that you can adapt or omit 

aspects that you consider too difficult for your students (and you can always return to at a later date).  

Suggested Order of Projects (Year 7) 

Project Name Series Type/ content Difficulty 

Learning Chinese through Technology ICT 1  

Please Vote for Me Film 1 

The First Emperor & the Terracotta Army History 1 

The Great Wall History 1 

Ode to Chinese Songs 2  

The Land that is China Geography 2  

Chinese Diary (1) Personal 2 

Manhua Personal/ Culture 2  

Lost Cowboy Songs 2 

Martial Arts- Kung Fu Culture 2-3  

The People and Places of China Geography 3 

Chinese Literature Culture 3 

Daddy, Where are we Going? Film/ Culture/ Geography 3 

Shopping, Chinese Style Culture/ Geography 3 

 

Suggested Order of Projects (Year 8) 

Project Name Series Type/ content Difficulty 

Chinese Diary (2) Personal 1  

Tang Poetry and a Short Story Culture 2 

Youtube Chinese Channels Culture/ Film/ ICT 2  

 


