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Example MEP offer letter (May 2017) 
 

Dear Parent 

I am delighted to be able to offer your child a place on the Mandarin Excellence Programme, starting 

in September 2017. The Mandarin Excellence Programme is a nationwide intensive language 

programme funded by the Department for Education. With the support of the British Council and 

the UCL Institute of Education, [name of school] will be at the forefront of delivering this ground 

breaking programme. 

If you accept this offer, your child will be part of the [Form Group 7C] and will study Mandarin 

Chinese for four hours a week on timetable for the next five years until the end of Year 11. They will 

sit a GCSE in Mandarin Chinese and may also obtain other internationally recognised qualifications, 

such as HSK, China’s language proficiency test. As part of the programme, your child will also attend 

summer immersion courses most summers, either in the UK or in China, as well as enrichment days 

in school and cultural trips to London. All of these visits and enrichment opportunities will be heavily 

subsidised by the DfE and Hanban (a public institution affiliated with the Chinese Ministry of 

Education) and any cost incurred will be minimal. It is our aim that by the end of the five years, your 

child will be on track towards a very high level of fluency in Mandarin Chinese.  

Mandarin Chinese is the most widely spoken language in the world and is therefore one of the most 

important languages for the UK’s future. By taking part in the Mandarin Excellence Programme, your 

child will be getting a head start in life by mastering this vital skill at an early stage. However, 

consideration must be given to the five year commitment required as well as the expectation that 

your child will attend the summer immersion courses and complete between two to four hours of 

Mandarin homework a week.  

If you decide not to accept the offer of a place on the programme, your child will study two 

European languages in Year 7. We will endeavour to offer them the languages they have selected 

where possible. They will have the opportunity to take part in our extensive visits programme and 

spend time in countries where the languages are spoken. 

The Mandarin Excellence Programme has been very popular, with over 80 students applying, and we 

do have a waiting list in place. We would therefore be grateful if you could return the reply slip 

below to the school office, or email Feedback FAO Admissions [email address] by Monday 23rd May if 

you wish to accept the offer of a place on the programme. If we do not hear from you by this date, 

we will offer the place to the next child on the waiting list. 

We look forward to working with you on this new and exciting venture. 

Yours sincerely… 

 

 

  


